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Moscow, 01. February 2019

Re: Mr. Kenichiro Kojima
It is with great pleasure that I wholeheartedly recommend Mr. Kenichiro Kojima to appear as soloist
for the solo recital in Tokyo at the Salon Tessera on 29.April 2019.

2015 saw a personal crisis, when Mr. Kojima was diagnosed with focal dystonia and lost the function of his right hand.
Mr. Kojima demonstrated not only exceptional musicianship, but this enormous challenge brought out his extraordinary
resourcefulness and his determined, dedicated spirit. We worked together on repertoire for the left hand alone, some of
which he had artfully arranged himself. In fact he lost the function of his right hand, his playing continued to mature
and has been deeply interesting for me.

Despite a set-back which might have wholly disheartened most pianists, Mr. Kojima has remained active and competed
with the repertoire for the left hand alone successfully in several competitions, earning him the 1st Prize at the ICoM
Piano Award 2017 in Hamburg (Germany), the 3rd Prize at the Vigo International Piano Competition 2018 (Spain) and
the 1st Prize with two special Prizes at the Livorno International Piano Competition 2019, among others.

Playing with the left hand alone has not been the slightest hindrance on his unique performing style. His wonderful
talent, intelligence, musicianship and personality clearly impress and move audiences and I testify that Mr. Kojima is
both a brilliant pianist and a sensitive artist delivering profound and completely engaging performances.

It is with great personal pride that I recommend Mr. Kojima to perform a solo recital in Tokyo with all my love and
respect to him.

Prof. Eliso Virsaladze

Concert Pianist
Professor of the Scuola di Musica di Fiesole, Italy
Professor of the Tchaikovsky Conservatory, Moscow
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